Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
The Kenyon Collegian

College Archives

5-6-2010

Kenyon Collegian - May 6, 2010

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian

Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - May 6, 2010" (2010). The Kenyon Collegian. 190.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/190

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized
administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please
contact noltj@kenyon.edu.

Established 1856

Volume CXXXVII, Number 24

www.kenyoncollegian.com

The Kenyon Collegian
Thursday, May 6, 2010

Gambier, Ohio

12 Pages

Five Assistant Professors Awarded Tenured Positions
By August Steigmeyer
News Editor
Five professors received tenure
this year: Galina An of the Economics Department, Read Baldwin of
the Art Department, Sarah Heidt
of the English Department, Kimmarie Murphy of the Anthropology
Department and Stephen Volz of the
History Department.
Kenyon has a system that includes three ranks of professor: assistant, associate and full professor.
After six years at Kenyon, professors
are required to submit a dossier so
that they can be evaluated for promotion. This will include letters from
students, colleagues who have visited
the professor’s classes and some external evaluations from people in that
individual’s field of study. A committee of Kenyon faculty review the
files, then make recommendations
for promotion to the president and
provost. Serving on that committee
is, for faculty, the “most difficult
[service to the College] in terms of
time commitment and also the most
valued,” according to President S.

Georgia Nugent.
The promotion to receive tenure
is considered through three categories: teaching, service to the College
and research. If the professor fails to
meet one or more of these areas, he or
she is given a one-year period where
the professor continues teaching at
Kenyon but must look for another
job after that year.
“It’s very important that if students are contacted and asked to
write a letter that they do,” Nugent
said. “We have a hard time getting all
those letters into the dossier because
a lot of students don’t respond.”
If the professor is promoted,
he or she will have tenure, which
is essentially employment for life
at Kenyon. About six years after
that (although this time can vary)
the faculty member can apply to be
considered for promotion to full professor. “Most times that is successful
because the person is gauging when
they are ready to take that step,” according Nugent.
“Our tenuring rate is very high;
very few candidates fail,” Nugent
said. “A lot of people here would say

that’s because our pre-tenure evaluation systems are strong so someone
can see that they are not on the path
to success and may leave before they
get to that point. If you get too low
that’s not good, and if you get too
high then I worry about quality
control.”
On the Promotion
“I’m very happy to be promoted; it gives me a sense of permanence,” Volz said. “It’s nice to feel
welcomed, being invited to stay here
indefinitely.”
“It’s a great feeling,” Murphy
said. “It’s a huge sense of relief, and
it’s also an amazing accomplishment.”
“I’m thrilled to be tenured,”
Baldwin said.
“There is a feeling of … greater
longevity after you get tenure,” Heidt
said. “You feel more settled. … I think
I’ve lived in Gambier now on and off
more than I’ve lived anywhere else in
my life. I have so many close friends
here that were my teachers when I
was a student that it’s like having a
second family to me.”

Past Education
Murphy is a first-generation
college student. “College wasn’t even
anything that was talked about in my
family, [until] I was finally encouraged by some folks to go to college,”
she said. She went to the State University of New York in Plattsburgh
for her undergraduate degree. “My
family was like ‘oh, someone’s going
to college, you really need to go be
a lawyer or a doctor or something
where you’re going to make money,’
and my family was rather disappointed when, after my first semester,
I came home and announced that I
was going to be an anthropology major, except I didn’t even know what
that was and I knew it wasn’t going to
carry any hefty salary with it.
“They were supportive and they
just said ‘do what you want to do.’ …
My mom [was] a single parent, raised
three daughters, and she would just
be, time and time again, working in
factories and getting laid off. I think
she wanted something better for her
daughters, and I think that’s one of
the big things that’s so great about
see Tenure, page 2

Stiles Charged with
Criminal Damaging
By August Steigmeyer
News Editor
Josh Stiles ’12 has been charged with
“criminal damaging” in connection with
a car accident that occurred on Sep. 6,
2009 (“Student Injured in Car Accident
Remains in Intensive Care Unit,” Sep. 10,
2009), according to the Mount Vernon
Municipal Court. The case files state
that a friend of Stiles’s called the Kenyon
College Department of Campus Safety
switchboard operator saying that friends
of hers, including Stiles, had “taken mushrooms, and that Joshua [Stiles] had freaked
out and run into the woods, and they were
unable to locate him.” Criminal damaging
is the act of knowingly causing or creating
substantial risk of physical harm to any
property of another without his or her
consent. In this case, Stiles, while under
the influence of drugs, caused damage
to a 2005 Chevrolet Impala belonging
to David Randall. According to the Municipal Court, Stiles has an attorney and
his jury trial is scheduled for June 3, 2010.
Rob Broren from the Office of Mount
Vernon Law Director will be prosecuting
the case.

RJD2 and The Hood Internet’s
Sendoff Performances Disappoint

Baldwin Heads Art Initiative in Peirce Hall

By bob dorff
Arts &Entertainment Editor Emeritus

Kali Greff

Two weeks ago, various pieces of students’ art were hung in Peirce Hall, fulfilling a vision that Assistant Professor
of Art Read Baldwin has had for the building ever since its completion. This includes group portraits done in pencil
down in the couches area near Lower Dempsey, digital photographs lined up on the wood paneling above the stairs
in the atrium and inventive tableaus suspended in the stairwell. Baldwin plans to continue to add pieces over the next
weeks and the current pieces will stay up until November.
“Kenyon art students produce on average 1,500 works of art per year, most of which never get a public viewing,”
said Baldwin. “The Peirce project is just the beginning of what I hope will be a new era of art on campus.”
Primarily, the pieces of art were produced by students in Figure Drawing, Digital Imaging, Painting Redefined
and Color Photography. Baldwin sees this art display as a “revolving installation of student work” and plans to rotate
the works displayed on a biannual basis. “In the end, I think exhibiting art on campus says an enormous amount about
who we are as a community,” Baldwin said. “Art reveals our most interesting selves,
and thereby enriches our collective lives. While I was installing the work,
countless students stopped to look closely at the images. You could see
their awe, and several times I had to the answer the question, ‘Wow,
a student did this?’”
—Kali Greff

This year’s Sendoff-closing
concert was a disappointment,
but not due to the music that was
played. The problem is that both
RJD2 and The Hood Internet are
not bands in the proper sense, but
“assemblers.” They take disparate
parts of existing music and
combine them
in new and interesting ways.
On his studio
albums, R JD2
constructs pieces from sampled
material and music he plays himself, and The Ho o d Internet
throws together indie rock licks
and hip-hop vocals to create new
sonic collages. For obvious reasons, it is nearly impossible to play
this sort of music in a live setting,
so this year’s Sendoff headliners
were tethered to pre-recorded
material.

There may be some who disa g re e with me, but I find the
prospect of watching someone
operate a computer or put on a
record mind-numbingly boring.
The joy of live performance is that
it offers the opportunity for audience members to observe a song as
it comes together. Different voices
and instruments can be seen as
they play their
individual roles
and contribute
t o th e w h o l e .
Even if the song
has been played
a million times
before, there is
still a sense of
urgency, a sense that this particular performance of a song will be
unique from all the others. All of
this spontaneity goes out the window when a performance consists
of a person crouched behind a
computer screen.
Now, before things get too
negative, I want to make it clear

RJD2 and The Hood
Internet are not bands
in the proper sense,
but “assemblers.”

see Sendoff, page 9
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After Six Years at Kenyon, An, Baldwin, Heidt, Murphy and Volz Get Tenure

Galina An

Read Baldwin

Sarah Heidt

Kimmarie Murphy

Stephen Volz

From page 1

very happy I’m here. I haven’t seen an
English department I’d rather work in
than this one,” she said.
“I think [I] chose Kenyon because of my husband’s [Associate
Professor of Anthropolog y Bruce
Hardy] experience here as a visiting
professor and he said they appreciate
teachers,” Murphy said. “That’s what
they want, that’s where the focus is.
I mean, obviously you need to do
research to improve and inform your
teaching, but it’s not that common
for places to really focus on having
good teachers. For people who love to
teach, that’s a real dreamlike situation.
It’s just such a wonderful thing to be
at an institution like Kenyon.”
“It was more Kenyon chose me,”
said Volz, who started out as a oneyear visitor as Kenyon conducted a
search for a tenure-track replacement
for the previous African history professor. “I put my name in the hat, got
a foot in the door and thankfully got
the position,” he said. “When I was
in grad school I was really hoping to
end up at a liberal arts college.” Volz
said he liked Kenyon because of the
opportunities to do research and
the quality of the students. Kenyon
also offered Volz the possibility of
teaching only African history classes,
something other liberal arts schools
did not offer him. “It’s given me opportunities to develop new classes,” he
said. “I think it’s helped me grow as a
teacher and as a scholar.”

father, a history professor, and still has
fond memories of his family of seven
traveling around in a VW camper,
stopping at virtually every ruin and
castle and cathedral they came across.
“My dad would give us a personal tour
of these ruins,” he said. “From a very
early age, history has always been a
very real, tangible thing [for me].”
Volz’s interest in African history began when he was stationed in
Botswana with the Peace Corps after
he finished his undergraduate degree.
“That’s what really set the stage for a
lifetime interest in Africa because it
was such an eye-opening experience,”
he said.
“I have drawn and painted ever
since the time I made an elaborate
dragon mural in the third grade,”
Baldwin said. “Art was then as it is
now the thing that truly sustains
me.”
Murphy said she has always had
“a love for history and a love for the
past. When I started taking anthropolog y classes as an undergrad, I
realized that here was a discipline
where I could incorporate so many
of my interests and didn’t have to
compromise, in a sense, so I could
bring my passion for sciences and
looking at issues of diet and health …
while dealing with people [and] being
able to include the aspects of people’s
history and trying to understand
looking at problems that span huge
lengths of time.”
Heidt said she always thinks
back to her parents because her mom
is a second-grade schoolteacher, and
she was the one who told Heidt she
should teach in college, not in public school. “My father, who is not
nominally a teacher, has always done
an incredible amount of teaching
work on his job,” she said. “I grew up
watching them teaching people how
to do things.”
Heidt said she also had a set of
“really wonderful teachers” at Kenyon, including Bill McCullough,
Deborah Laycock, Jim Carson,
Roy Wortman. Kim McMullen and
Adele Davidson. They taught her
“all sorts of things that I use shamelessly in the classroom now,’ she said.
“I could pretty much name-check
the whole English Department and
that’s one of the reasons it’s so great
to be in this department. It’s not a
competitive department; everyone
really is working with everyone
else.”

Favorite Hobbies
Heidt said she enjoys reading and taking pictures. “I’m often
photographing something.” She also
plays the piano but said she has not
had as much time to practice this year
as she has wanted to.
Volz said he likes to play soccer
with intramural teams at Kenyon
whenever he can. He also enjoys
riding his bike on the Kokosing
Gap Trail.
“I like to read when I have time,
lots of sci-fi and fantasy, things like
that,” Murphy said. “I like to knit
and sew, I come from a long line of
seamstresses. So maybe someday I’ll
be able to get back to doing some of
those things. We have a three-yearold and a seven-year-old, so there’s
lots of stuff going on all the time.
That’s the thing about living in a
community like this is that the students want to know about your kids
– it’s a very close-knit community so
it’s a very family-friendly place.”

kind of limb than I’ve been out on,”
she said. She will also be running
the Exeter program the year after
that and then she has a sabbatical
the following year. When she comes
back, she said, “it’s possible that I’ll
be revamping some old classes but
bringing in some new classes.”
“I always teach the Anthropology of Food in the fall, which I love,”
Murphy said. “It’s a class that allows
you to take that sort of broad, holistic
approach within anthropology and
sort of look at food through all sorts
of different perspectives.” She said
she is also thinking about possibly
doing an Anthropology of Feminism
class at some point in the future.

Economics

finally achieving tenure is that I have
the sense of job security.”
Murphy went on to graduate
school at Indiana University and
got her Master’s and Ph.D in biological anthropology. From there,
she did some post-doctoral research
with African archeology.
Volz received his undergraduate degree in history at Valpraiso
University with minors in German and philosophy. He taught
high school and worked to get his
Master’s degree in teaching from
Washington University in St. Louis.
After he earned his Ph.D in history
at University of Wisconsin, Madison, he came to teach at Kenyon.
Heidt graduated from Kenyon
in 1997 with a degree in English and
classics. “I came to Kenyon wanting
to be an English professor … and I
just kind of stayed on that goal,” she
said. She wrote her honors thesis on
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and a
novel by Shelley’s father, St. Leon.
She then got her Ph.D in Victorian
literature at Cornell University.
Baldwin graduated from Kenyon in 1984 and returned with
his wife, Wendy MacLeod, in 1990
when she received a position in the
Drama Department.
Why Kenyon?
In her second year out of graduate school, Heidt said she “just got
lucky because there was a job opening” in her field at Kenyon. “I always
said I wanted to teach at a school
like Kenyon, but I didn’t actually
think I’d end up at Kenyon, but I’m

Art

Inspirations
Volz said his father was the main
reason that he developed an interest
in history. When he was eight years
old, Volz traveled to England with his
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Fond Teaching Memories
Baldwin said helping students
find the same passion for art he has
is the best part of the job. “It is the
essence after all of why we teach.”
“The summer teaching I’ve
done with the KEEP program has
been full of really intense moments,”
Heidt said. “There was a moment
when one of my students one summer was like, ‘Oh, I understand!’
and it was almost like literally a light
popped on over her head and away
she went.”
Volz said he does not have any
particularly fond teaching memories
but said he is always trying to foster
an interest in African history in
Kenyon students. “It’s always gratifying when students go abroad for a
semester in Africa,” he said.
Next on the Academic Calendar
Volz said he is looking forward
to teaching his seminar in modern
South Africa in the fall, which is a
personal area of expertise for him.
He said he has also been talking
with Vernon Schubel, the NEH
distinguished teaching professor of
religious studies, about starting a
class about Islam in Africa that will
contribute to the Islamic civilizations
concentration.
Next year Heidt will run the
honors program, which is “a big deal
in terms of going out on a different

History

Summer Plans
“We’re thinking my husband’s
just going to go [to Europe] to conduct some research with some folks
in Germany over there annd I get to
stay here, but that’ll be fun, catch up
with all of my hobbies and activities
around the house and just sort of
revitalize,” Murphy said.
“I am looking forward to a
summer of painting and planning
my new special topics class called
Contemporary Art for Artists that
will include theoretical discussions
and presentations as well as art-making,” Baldwin.
“The highlight of my summer
will be visiting South Africa for [the]
first two weeks,” said Volz, who also
has tickets to the U.S. vs. England
soccer match in Botwsana. He also
has a book that he is contracted to
finish by the end of the summer.
Heidt will be teaching in the
KEEP program again in June and
early July. She will also be co-running with Associate Professor of
Biolog y Chris Gillen a seminar
for other faculty called Writing at
Kenyon, an interdisciplinary and
cross-disciplinary discussion of how
writing is taught at Kenyon and how
to strengthen it. Heidt will also be
going to a photography retreat in
Oregon and visiting the plot of land
that her parents have bought to retire
to in North Carolina and going to
the wedding of a former student.
Galina An could not be reached
for comment.
Additional reporting by Sarah
Friedman, Kali Greff and Matthew
Niederhuber.
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Village Council

• Council approved bills paid and the minutes from its meeting on Monday, April 5.
• Kenyon College Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman spoke to Council about
summer projects at the College. He said the College will begin to execute its parking
plan, which will eventually relocate all student cars to the south end of campus. In
addition, construction of the second floor of the new art history building will begin
soon. The College will also finish contracts and start digging for the North Campus
housing project.
• Mayor Kirk Emmert gave his report. He proposed purchasing a new flag pole, a
Gambier flag and an American flag to be placed at the west end of the Gambier Community Center. Emmert also proposed purchasing an Ohio flag for the Council room.
In an attempt to improve emergency warning communication in Gambier, Emmert
said that he has found an automatic phone-dialing system that will send prerecorded
messages to Gambier residents and is checking to see if this system is compatible with
Council computers. In addition, Emmert said interior construction on the Village
garage has been completed.
• Village Administrator Suzanne Hopkins gave her report. She recommended that
Council hire the Canyon Construction Company to complete the Meadow Lane water
main relocation project because this company offered the lowest bid of the four bids
the Village received. Hopkins also said that the Village planted seven trees for Arbor
Day, including three at the dog park and one at the Wiggin Street School.
• The Village of Gambier and the College Township will hold the annual Spring
Dumpster Day on Saturday, June 12.
• Council Member Audra Cubie said that the Buildings and Grounds Committee is
working on adding new sidewalks near the fire department and looking into burying
phone lines.
• Council approved an ordinance to increase water and waste-water rates for a year.
Emmert said that this change will not affect most Gambier residents because most of
them have already overpaid.
• Council approved a resolution to enter into a contract with the Canyon Construction Company to relocate the Meadow Lane water main. Council also approved the
expenditure of $113,000 to this company. Emmert said that this expenditure was almost
$50,000 less than Council initially thought it would be.
• Council approved an expenditure of $750 to purchase the flags and flag pole Emmert
described in his report.
—Marika Garland
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Class of 2014: Highest SAT Scores Ever
By August Steigmeyer
News Editor
The Class of 2014 not
only yielded more deposits
than the Office of Admissions expected, but it also has
shown the highest test scores
ever, according to Jennifer
Delahunty, dean of admissions and financial aid.
This class knows how to
take tests, said Delahunty.
Average scores in the SAT’s
Critical Reading and Math
sections climbed 16 points.
Including all three parts of
the SAT, this class is up 22
points from last year. “These
are the highest scores we’ve
ever seen,” she said. The average ACT scores and GPA also
increased.
Currently, the Class of
2014 has 498 deposits, but
Admissions anticipates that
the class will be about 460
come fall, after 20 to 30 students defer or change their
minds over the summer.
Domestic students of
color make up nearly 15 percent of the class, which is
down from last year but on
par with the year before that.

This class is also down in international students, which
Delahunty said is a function
of curtailing the aid budget.
There were more than 600
international applications,
but many of them needed full
scholarships.
There was a “huge growth
in interest in the sciences,” according to Delahunty. More
than 230 of the students who
have deposited said they are
interested in studying the
sciences.
Faculty, staff, students
and Admissions “pulled out
all the stops for our admitted students,” Delahunty
said. “The faculty were extraordinary in welcoming
class visitors, writing to admitted students and serving
on panels, and the students
opened their rooms and their
hearts to visitors.”
The College increased
the amount of travel stipends this year to encourage more visitors to campus. As a result, there was
about a 20-percent increase
in attendance at the three
visit programs. Delahunty
said Admissions worked on

improving the quality of the
visits as well. One person
in the office was devoted to
customizing visits for every
high-school senior. Admissions also held VIP receptions in Peirce Lounge for
admitted students to meet
the provost, chair of the
faculty, dean of students, assistant to the president and
president each of the three
visit days in April.
“Those students who
work in our office as tour
guides, lunch buddies and
admissions fellows also deserve credit,” Delahunty said.
“They were here with open
arms and convincing answers.
And [President S. Georgia
Nugent] greeted our visitors
on each of our visit days. That
made a huge impression.”
Next year, admissions is
“going green” by being “paperless” in the applications
process. “That marks a watershed moment in our office,”
Delahunty said. “ We will
read all applications online,
and this will save thousands
of dollars in materials and
hundreds of hours in processing and folder wrangling.”

Village Record
April 19—May 2
April 19, 12:15 p.m. — Medical call: injured student on the corner of Ward Street and Wiggin
Street. Squad contacted and student transported to Knox County Hospital.
April 20, 8:48 p.m. — Drug/paraphernalia confiscated and destroyed in east end of Mather
Residence Hall.
April 21, 6:35 a.m. — Medical call: ill student in New Apartments. Squad on scene, transported
student to Knox County Hospital.
April 22, 1:14 p.m. — Suspicious person on campus. Person escorted off campus and trespass
letter issued.
April 22, 6:46 p.m. — Vandalism to College property on first-year quad.
April 22, 10:32 p.m. — Drug/paraphernalia confiscated in Lewis Residence Hall.
April 22, 11:48 p.m. — Drug/paraphernalia confiscated in Gund Residence Hall.
April 23, 12:19 a.m. — Vandalism to College property in Norton Residence Hall.
April 23, 9:03 p.m. — Trespass letter issued at Horn Gallery. Knox County Sheriff Department
Officer witnessed issue.
April 24, 2:35 a.m. — Attempted theft of College property on Scott Lane.
April 24, 3:39 p.m. — Medical call: injured student in Ganter-Price Hall. Injury treated and
student advised to see Health Services.
April 25, 4:50 a.m. — Vandalism to non-College property in Peirce Dining Hall.
April 26, 2:38 p.m. — Student textbook stolen. Theft report completed at the Office of Campus
Safety.
April 26, 6:50 p.m. — Medical call: injured student on intramural baseball field. Student declined
treatment.
April 27, 5:34 p.m. — Medical call: injured student on rugby fields. Student transported by friend
to Knox County Hospital.
April 27, 6:08 p.m. — Suspicious person on campus. Person was informed that campus is private
property and left.
April 29, 2:38 p.m. — Vandalism to College property in Acland Apartments.
May 1, 5:47 a.m. — Medical call: ill student in Bushnell Residence Hall. Squad contacted and
student transported to Knox County Hospital.
May 1, 2:25 p.m. — Drug/paraphernalia found in Hanna pit. Items were confiscated and Knox
County Sheriff ’s Office was contacted for further assistance.
May 1, 7:05 p.m. — Medical call: injured student. Student transported to Knox County Hospital.
May 1, 7:21 p.m. — Underage consumption in Seitz House. College report completed.
May 1, 7:48 p.m. — Assault in Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Two students involved.
May 1, 8:54 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Ascension Hall. Student transported back to dormitory.
May 1, 9:07 p.m. — Medical call: injured student in Lewis Residence Hall. Squad contacted and
student transported to Knox County Hospital.
May 1, 9:38 p.m. — Medical Call: ill student. Student transported back to dormitory.
May 2, 3:28 a.m. — Medical call: ill student. Squad contacted and student transported to Knox
County Hospital.
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Actress Allison Janney ’82 Looks Back on Time at Kenyon

Joshua Samuels ’12 Picks Janney’s Brain for Advice for Students Pursuing Careers in Acting

By Joshua Samuels
Guest Writer
On June 22, 2009, I had the
pleasure of sitting down in the Marriot Theater in New York with Emmy
Award-winning actress and Kenyon
College alumna Allison Janney ’82.
JS: You majored in drama?
AJ: Theater History. [Professor
Emeritus of Drama] Tom Turgeon
and [Professor Emerita of Drama]
Harlene Marley were my teachers.
JS: What advice do you have for
students in the drama department
and students who are graduating?
AJ: Well, I think the first thing
that’s important to do is pick which
town you want to be in. If you want
to come to New York and do theater,
if you want to just do television, I still
actually think if you want to do either,
you should come to New York and
find an apartment and get yourself enrolled in either a good school like The
Neighborhood Playhouse [School of
the Theatre] or study with a reputable
teacher from The [Neighborhood]
Playhouse, or from any of the group
theater people. … There are lots of
schools of acting that came out of
the group theater, and I think they’re
all wonderful foundations for actors
starting out. I think just to really get
involved with a group right away …
and start doing readings. You just
have to keep yourself out there and
keep active and also it’s important to
make sure you keep yourself in shape
and take singing lessons even if you
don’t consider yourself a singer; it’s
great for breath control. But I really
loved going to The Neighborhood
Playhouse. That was really good for
me as a foundation when I came to
New York — to have a home and feel
comfortable living here because it was
scary coming from Ohio.

JS: Are there any alumni or professors from the College that you’re
still in contact with?
AJ: Not on a regular basis, but
the one thing I always remember that
Tom Turgeon taught me in acting and
Harlene [Marley], too,
was to listen. That’s the
most important thing:
listening. … Tom was
such a great teacher, and
it was so wonderful to
be at Kenyon and have
teachers like that, who
loved what they did so
they inspired me, because who knows what
else I would’ve done. I
didn’t know I was going
to be an actor when I
came to Kenyon. I just
gravitated there because
I think I loved them so
much. They were such
good people.
JS: What did you
think you were going
to do?
AJ: I had no idea.
I thought maybe I’d be
a psychologist. I just
didn’t think about it
too much, and then it
just happened to be that the acting
worked out. It took a long time to
start making money doing it. It took
until … when was my first Broadway
show? In 1998 or something. I was
working a lot of silly jobs here and I
was lucky I had my parents’ support,
which helped me enormously. I was
really a difficult profession to choose
and I still always say if there’s something else you can do, do it, because
most of the time, it’s not that fun. It’s
hard, hard work, a lot of disappointment, terrible hours, but also some of
the best highs and worst lows. It’s one
of those rollercoaster life choices.

JS: Is there one experience or
lesson that you learned at Kenyon
that you’ve kind of taken with you
throughout your career and the rest
of your life?

a Broadway musical and I’m doing
these things, so it surprised me. … I
have been very lucky, and yet, I think
everyone always says, “There’s always
something I don’t have that I want.”

AJ: Well, the things that Har-

JS: Who has influenced your
work as an artist the
most?

AJ: Well, I think
different performances
have. Meryl Streep obviously inspired me to
be a better actor. Laurie
Metcalf is an actress
that I love so much. I
saw her perform in a
Steppenwolf play here
in New York, Balm in
Gilead, and I saw her
performance and I just
thought — I almost
thought I would quit
acting because I didn’t
think I could ever do
what she did, but I love
people who are — you
can’t tell they’re acting. They just throw
it away. … They’ve become someone else in
front of you. They make
smart choices. Certain
performances have incourtesy of the kenyon archives
spired me, not so much
lene and Tom taught, and the acting one person. I don’t tend to be that
and the plays that I got to do there. way. My mother was an actress. …
… That Bolton Theater is so gorgeous. Eileen Brennan, who was her room… That just filled me and made me mate — I remember loving Eileen’s
really want to be an actor. … Those performances in Last Picture Show
experiences there and the College, I and the Paul Newman and Robert
think, is such a beautiful campus and Redford movie, The Sting. Seeing her
just the right size, not too large.
performance and just getting positive
reinforcement. … When I did one of
JS: How is it for you personally, my first plays at Kenyon, Hayfever,
just watching the evolution of your I loved doing that and the audience
career?
loved it. I like getting that positive
reinforcement.
AJ: You know, it surprises me. I
never thought I’d do television, and
JS: You’ve done it all. You’ve
I never thought I would be doing done film, you’ve done television,

you’ve done theater. Do you have a
preference?
AJ: I have. And my preference
is always whatever I am not doing in
the moment. … I’m like, “I can’t wait
to get back to television!” I’ll be doing
television: “I can’t wait to get back to
the stage!” It’s always like that. I’m
just happy and fortunate that I can
do all of them.
JS: So how was it when you
won your first Emmy and the one
after that?
AJ: I was pretty thrilled. I was
wearing a gold, glittery dress that
was the same color as the Emmy. It
was sort of surreal to be there and
win. I’ve never really won anything.
I remember being at Kenyon and they
had the Joanne Woodward award and
I didn’t win that. And we were sitting
there going, “Oh, I didn’t win” and
I’m so used to not winning things, I
didn’t think I was going to win. So,
I sat there and I heard my name. …
I had to look at my date at the time
and say, “Was that in my head or did
they really say my name?” It took my
breath away. It was pretty fun.
JS: Have you ever given any
thought to producing or directing,
going behind the camera?
AJ: Maybe producing. I don’t
think I’d be a good director. I don’t
think I want to do that. I’d like
to maybe find some projects and
produce them myself. So that’s one
thing I was talking about with some
friends of mine who want to start a
production company with me. That
could be kind of fun, so I’m thinking
about that, actually.
Janney has recently appeared in
the film Away We Go, and will be
appearing in the May 11 episode of
LOST, titled “Across The Sea.”

Professor Kirk Emmert Bids Farewell to Teaching
By Marika garland
Features Editor
After over three decades of
teaching at Kenyon, Professor of
Political Science Kirk Emmert is
retiring at the end of this semester.
Before coming to the College, Emmert worked in the White House
under President Gerald Ford, where
he served as an assistant to Special
Consultant Robert Goldwin, who he
described as “the intellectual in residence in the Ford White House.”
Emmert said he learned about
the possibility of working at the
College when someone called him
from the Political Science Department and told him there was an
opening. “When I came out for the
interview, it was the blizzard of ’67,
which is famous in Ohio,” he said.
“It was quite a journey, but we made
it.” Emmert said he chose to work

at Kenyon despite
previous plans to go
into a family business
in Chicago because
he liked the Political
Science Department.
Joining the faculty at
the College “was an
opportunity, and I
took it,” he said.
Emmert said he
has decided to retire
because he is “getting
older. I’ve taught for
a long time. I have
some other things
I’d like to do.” In addition to teaching, Emmert has been the mayor of
Gambier since November of 2003.
“Taking a full load and being mayor
is a lot to do,” he said. “I may continue as mayor. I don’t know. … I’ve
got another year and a half, so I don’t
have to decide now.”

read that I haven’t
read, so I’ll have the
opportunity to do it
now,” he said.
As Emmert prepares his second-tolast class at Kenyon,
he said he will miss
interacting with his
students. “It helps
to keep you young
when you’re older
and you’re working
with young people,
but I’ll still try to
marika garland
maintain some conOnce he retires, Emmert said, nection with them,” he said. Emmert
he plans to complete “work on Theo- also said he will miss his colleagues
dore Roosevelt’s political thought but will still be able to see them
coming out of his writings.” He said because he lives in Gambier and
he also plans to travel to Norway and plans to audit courses in the Political
hopes to return to Europe and visit Science and Music Departments at
the western United States. “[There the College. “I’m going to still stay
are] lots of things I’d like to have engaged by auditing courses and

things like that,” he said. “I’m not
going to run away from this. I don’t
want to.”
Professor of Political Science
Fred Baumann, who has worked with
Emmert for 30 years and will speak
about him at this year’s commencement ceremony, said he “couldn’t begin to go into all the things [Emmert
has] done for the College.” Emmert
is “one of the most honorable and
trusted people on campus,” Baumann
said. “He was the guy you could go to
to know what the right thing to do
was. … I’ll miss him a lot.”
Emmert said teaching at the
College has been a liberal education
for him as well. “When you graduate, you’re just beginning. You’ve just
begun to learn things,” he said. “[At
Kenyon] I’ve been able to continue
my own education, so that’s broadly
the most important thing to me that
I’ve been able to do here.”
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Kenyon Microfinances Food Co-Op Takes a Bite Out of Peirce
Knox County
Local Lenders to Help Small Business Owners
By ben mcmillan
Staff Writer
Inspired to help Knox County
residents, a group of students has
banded together to form Local Lenders, a microfinance organization that
lends money to local small-business
owners. The idea for the organization
arose about a year ago when Marika
West ’12 read the book Banker to
the Poor by Muhammad Yunus for
a history class and began talking to
Professor of History Wendy Singer
about microfinance. After the class,
West and Elizabeth Himeles
’12 founded the
org anization,
with help from
Singer.
“Given the
vicissitudes of
our own economy at the time,
[microfinance]
seemed like a
logical approach
to consider right
here in Knox
County,” Singer said. “As I saw it, this
was an idea generated in South Asia
that has changed attitudes toward
economic development all over the
world. As a South Asian historian, it
is one of the many things I learn in
my work that I want to bring home,
at a practical level.”
“It really gives people the means
to help themselves, rather than simply
giving them relief,” West said. Both
Singer and West said they are interested in how that model could be
applied to Knox County. Although
Local Lenders is new for Knox
County, it is based on similar student
microfinance organizations, primarily
those at Brown University, Rutgers
University and Yale University.
Both Kenyon College students
and Mount Vernon Nazarene University (MVNU) students are active
members in the organization. “It’s
been great working with the MVNU
students,” West said. “We respectively
had stereotypes about each other, so
the organization is bridging gaps between the two schools but also with
the community.”
Although not fully functional
yet, the organization is working towards becoming a functioning club
that can aid Knox County residents.
“Our goal is to lend money to smallbusiness entrepreneurs in Knox
County. We are currently in the
process of becoming registered as a
non-profit organization,” West said.
Although the process to become a
non-profit organization takes about
six months, West said that Local
Lenders can write grant applications
in the meantime and wait to submit
them until their non-profit status is
approved.
Eventually, Local Lenders will
apply for grants to help fund their

organization, focusing on grants
specific to college clubs and organizations. After Local Lenders becomes
financially sound, they hope to make
loans of between $500 and $1,000 to
local business owners. Local Lenders
is focused on fostering relationships
between itself, Kenyon, MVNU and
the community. By getting to know
the recipients of loans, Local Lenders
can reduce the risk associated with
lending. “Microfinance is based on
getting to know people personally,”
Himeles said.
Local Lenders will accept applications from
any small business
owners, regardless
of their connection to Kenyon
College. “Kenyon
offers an ideal
market, especially
for farmers, but if
someone is completely independent of the school
and has a good
business idea, we’ll
review their application like any other application,”
West said. “We’ll be starting with a
focus on agricultural and sustainable
organizations. We can hopefully help
people and farmers within Knox
County get more and new farming
equipment,” said Himeles.
Soliciting help from local organizations dealing with business and
finance, Local Lenders hopes to invest
wisely in local businesses. “We’re
working with the [Mount Vernon]
Chamber of Commerce and other
small business incubators so that the
business owners will learn how to
write a business plan,” West said. The
initial application review will be conducted by the active members of Local
Lenders. Of those applications, the
business plans that seem well thought
out and well planned will be passed on
to an advisory board of community
members, former bankers and others
who have worked in finance.
By incorporating community
members into the approval process,
Local Lenders becomes a community
organization, according to Himeles.
“We’ll be able to pick very carefully
who we’re lending to. We’ll look at all
of the people and make sure they have
a strong financial plan,” she said.
“One of my longtime commitments has been to find ways to link
international studies to local studies,” Singer said. “After all, our local
community is part of global society,
so we should be adopting ideas and
programs that work from all over the
world and share our experiences. It is
too often that local interests are considered separate from global ones.”
“We’re proud of being able to
foster ties with the community,” West
said. “Kenyon tends to be an isolated
area, and it’s nice to be able to work
with those around us.”

“One of my longtime commitments
has been to find ways
to link international
studies to local studies.”
— Wendy Singer

rachel fletcher

Members of the Food Co-Op gather for their first meal.

By Rachel fletcher
Staff Writer
For the students behind the
new Kenyon College Food Co-Op,
Peirce Dining Hall is both something to admire and to improve.
Next year, Kenyon’s first-ever local
foods cooperative will be working
with AVI in its sustainable food
efforts, as well as serving as an
alternative to the student dining
hall. Although Peirce has made a
tremendous effort to increase the
amount of food that comes from
local and sustainable farms, for Ffej
Caplan ’12 and Maggie Higby ’12,
it’s not only about where the food
comes from — it’s also about how
you eat it.
The brand-new Kenyon CoOp, co-headed by Caplan and Higby, will serve as a sustainable living
center for anyone who appreciates
good food and wants to support
local sustainability efforts. Located
in the Forman House, which has
room for six student residents, the
Co-Op plans to provide a meal at
least once a week for anyone who
wants to pitch in a couple of dollars
and a bit of time to help cook, clean
or perhaps even farm.
I was lucky enoug h to be
invited to a test-run dinner at the
Snowden House, where members
of the Co -Op gathered to see
what a dinner with only ingredients from local, sustainable farms
would actually look like.
“We want to ease into it,” Caplan said as he stirred boiling local
Amish-made pasta. Although extremely excited about the project,
Caplan knows “not to bite off too
much too soon,” he said. For now,
the co-presidents’ main agenda for
next year is to reach out to Kenyon
students, especially incoming first
years, “through their stomachs”
and promote the importance of
“environmentally friendly local
eats,” according to Caplan.

Caplan explained that by
eating food from local sustainable
farms, a person is not only encouraging a cleaner environment, but
also learning “a lot more about
what you’re putting into your
body” and supporting the local
economy.
The idea of a co-op developed
last semester after Caplan visited
Oberlin College and discovered
several well-established food coops that served as sustainable and
local food oases and welcoming
communities. From there he recruited friends, some of whom
were already involved in sustainable groups on campus and others
who just liked the idea of cooking communal
meals. Caplan
said he learned
a lot from organizations
like People Endorsing Agrarian Sustainability (PEAS) and
Environmental
Campus Organization (ECO)
about starting
the group, and
credits Director of the Rural
Life Center and
Professor of Sociolog y Howard Sacks with the
relative smoothness of the process
of obtaining themed housing and
official Kenyon recognition.
The Co-Op is already looking
into several avenues, aside from
hosting dinners, through which
to promote the idea of sustainable
food to Kenyon students. Dan
Tebes ’12, who will be living in
the Co-Op in the fall, plans to
incorporate farming and composting into the Co-Op with the help
of AVI’s Director of Sustainability
John Marsh. This summer, Tebes
will work on Marsh’s organic farm,

where Marsh has allotted a portion
of land specifically for the Co-Op.
Next year, the Co-Op plans to host
plenty of campus-wide events at the
Forman House, including bringing
local farmers to speak about their
work and perhaps a “Meet and
Greens” mixer.
Next year’s PEAS co-president
Sara Berman ’11 is also enthused by
the idea of the Co-Op as a physical
space for all the sustainable groups
on campus to meet and interact.
“Why does it have to be a PEAS
event or a Co-Op event and not
just a sustainable foods event?”
she said.
Berman also pointed out that
the Co-Op is about more than
just local food.
Instead, “it’s the
whole mindset of cooking
and eating lo cal ingredients
c o mmun a l l y,”
she said. Berman pointed to
the difference
between eating
at Peirce, where
food is served in
a noisy, stressful
setting, and eating in a homey
and relaxed setting , where everyone participates in preparing
the food.
As we sat down to a dinner of
pasta, local grass-fed beef in tomato
sauce, an organic salad and gooey
brownies made from scratch for
dessert, I could certainly see the
appeal of the Co-Op for the food.
Even though I was a bit of an outsider at the dinner, I couldn’t help
but put down my notebook and
participate in the discussion while
I ate healthy portions of pasta. Said
my fellow diner Reilly Brock ’12,
“That’s what local food is all about
— community.”

The Co-Op plans
to provide a meal at
least once a week for
anyone who wants
to pitch in a couple
of dollars and a bit
of time to help cook,
clean and perhaps
even farm.
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by Vernon schubel
Guest Columnist
Alexander Variano’s column on
South Park, free speech and radical
Islam was full of inaccuracies and
historical revisionism. First, he
asks, “If Nick Griffin’s thoughts
about gays and Jews are so clearly
ridiculous, then why aren’t students
chomping at the bit to handily
confront this bigot?” Let’s be clear.
There is no “if ” about the viciousness of Griffin’s views on Jews, gays,
immigrants and Muslims. He is a
Holocaust denier. He is a member
of a neo-fascist party with a history
of violence. The group that initially
wanted to bring him to Kenyon
never made these issues public, but
instead chose to advertise Griffin as
giving a talk on climate change. So
who exactly was going to come to
his talk prepared to take him on for
his bigotry?
Secondly, the real danger of
violence came because one of the
organizers, a Kenyon student who

himself had put out an Internet
manifesto sympathetic to much of
Griffin’s anti-immigrant agenda, sent
out a message into right-wing cyber
space asking for help and at least one
armed skinhead announced he was
willing to come to our campus to
support Mr. Griffin.
Thirdly, the organizers of the
event were the ones who wisely
revoked the invitation to bring
Mr. Griffin’s hate
speech to our
campus — not
the College. Finally, it needs
to be noted that
the death threat
concerning the
South Park episode came from
one peripheral
website in New
York, RevolutionMuslim, run
by two extremist
converts who have been ostracized
from the Muslim community. There
has, in fact, been no Muslim reaction
against South Park aside from this.
There have been no demonstrations
and no violent outrage. On the
contrary, there have been condemnations of RevolutionMuslim. Mr.
Variano links this death threat to a
series of unrelated incidents without
providing any historical context in a
way that creates the sense that “our

values” are under attack not from
extremists, but from Islam itself.
Interestingly, he includes in this the
UK travel ban on Geert Wilders, the
right-wing Dutch politician who
shares Griffin’s anti-Muslim and
anti-immigrant agenda. Wilders has
called for the banning of the Qur’an
in Holland, equating it with Hitler’s
Mein Kampf. He is on the record as
stating that there is no such thing
as moderate Islam. His speech,
noxious and
provocative as it
is, is protected
in Holland as it
is in the United
States. That is as
it should be. Freedom of speech
means nothing
if it doesn’t protect unpopular
speech, even
hateful and ignorant speech. But freedom of speech
doesn’t mean that Kenyon should
give every hatemonger a platform. I
think Griffin should be allowed to
write and say whatever he wants. But
I would no more want him to speak
at Kenyon than I would invite the
extremists who threatened the South
Park creators.
Schubel is Kenyon’s NEH Distinguished Teaching Professor of
Religious Studies.

I would no more
want Griffin to
speak at Kenyon
than the extremists
who threatened the
South Park creators.
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The opinions page is a space for
members of the community to discuss
issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writer.
Columns and letters to the editors do not
reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff.
All members of the commuity are welcome
to express opinions through a letter to the
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The Kenyon Collegian reserves the
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any submission. The views expressed in
the paper do not necesassarily reflect the
views of Kenyon College.

Tummy Sticks by Gracie Gardner

Corrections
• Melissa Hart wrote “Player Profile:
Chase Kreuter” (April 29, page 12), not
Nate Oldach, as credited.
• “Sophomores Get Senior Housing
in ‘Weird’ Lottery” (April 22, page 1)
reported that Psi Upsilon division was
open in the housing lottery; however,
six of the Psi U rooms, as well as 13 other
rooms in Leonard, were converted into
sorority housing. In total, there were only
two more beds available in Leonard. The
Collegian apologizes for the errors.

Guide to Surviving Finals

The dreaded last weeks are
upon us. This is the time that the
work we’ve set aside suddenly
piles on, pages and pages of papers are due and finals loom. We
all see the importance in doing
well on finals; we’ve all been there
before, many times. As students,
most of us have the c ommon
sense to know that cramming is
ineffective, that procrastinating
is pointless, g etting by
on caffeine and miniscule hours of sleep a day
is c ounterpro ductive…
but we all know that our
common sense is rarely accessed in these dwindling
days of the school year.
People crowd in the
library just hours before
an exam to review weeks
and weeks of notes in the
faint hope of retaining it
throug h a grueling three-hour
exam and pour over blank Microsoft Word documents hoping for
a spark, any trace of an idea that
will excite a paper to pour forth
from their fingers magically, calling to mind wishful thoughts of
typing madly and leaping triumphantly at the conclusion of the
paper. And if students aren’t busy
fooling themselves that they’re
actually getting something done,
they’re trading Youtube videos
with friends or lying on the library
floor, wondering how they could
have done so little the whole semester and have so much to do in
only a week’s time. That is, if they
aren’t asleep drooling over their
newly cracke d textbook when
the supply of coffee runs out.
The truth of the matter is,
o ur pro cra stinati on i sn’t d o ing us any good. This year, take
some time off studying . We at
the Collegian are not advocating
procrastination here, but instead
us ing y o ur re st tim e pro du c tively when you aren’t studying :

staff editorial



1. Use some anxiety-coping strategies like exercising to let off builtup stress and allow you to return
to your studies more focused.
2. Take a walk with a friend on
Middle Path and discuss ideas of
the class in a more relaxed setting ;
it could be a more effective way to
commit the concepts to memory
than just speed-reading a textbook.
3. Have one last spring
fling before summer.
4. Actually pack up a box prio r t o th e sp e e d-p a c ki n g e a r ly morning of Saturday before residences close at noon.
5. Meditate in the new Prayer
Center to let off some steam.
6. Share a laug h with your
friends while reading next week’s
j o ke i s s u e o f t h e C o l l e g i a n .
Or, hey, get some sleep for once.
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Why was Alexander
Hamilton
never able to be
President?

He wasn’t a U.S.
citizen.

Because he didn’t
get elected.

He wasn’t born in
the U.S.

Because he died in
a duel.

Because he was
killed in a duel.

He was born
in the West
Indies, not
in the U.S.

How many
countries are in the
United Nations?

186

162

150

142

188

192

What type of
Pokemon is
Pikachu?

I don’t know.

Electric

Energy

Sun

Cloud

Electric

Which Aztec leader
was conquered
by the Spanish
conquistador,
Hernan Cortez?

I don’t know.

Montezuma

Tenochtitlan

Montezuma

Montezuma

Montezuma

Which president
founded
Thanksgiving?

Lincoln

Lincoln

George Washington

Andrew Jackson

Roosevelt

Lincoln

How much money
did the United
States pay France
for the Louisiana
Purchase?

$3 million

$1 million

$1 million

$2 million

$3 million

$15
million

Who designed the
sculpture in Storer
Hall?

Graham Gund.

I don’t know where
that is.

I don’t know.

Chihuly

Chihuly

Dale
Chihuly

What member
of the French
National soccer
team headbutted
a member of the
opposing team in the
2006 World Cup?

I don’t know.

Zidane

Pierre?

Zidane

Charles Dugal

Zinedine
Yazid Zidane

Which actress
holds the most
Academy Awards?

Julie Andrews

Meryl Streep

Meryl Streep

Meryl Streep

Meryl Streep

Katherine
Hepburn

What is Madonna’s
last name?

I don’t know.

Smith

I don’t know.

Guizzone

Rossalini

Ciccone

Number Correct

Three

One

Three

Two

By Rachael
Greenberg

Four

This week’s Gambier Grillin’ contestants were chosen because they had the best scores of all the contestants throughout the year. Professors of Religious Studies Vernon
Schubel and Royal Rhodes and Professor of English Theodore Mason also tied for top scores. Editor-in-Chief Kali Greff ’s score was not added to the student total.
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Thematically and Physically, Spring Dance Concert Impresses

Thursday and Katie Crowell ’10 on
Friday. The piece exuded senses of fear,
isolation and energy, aptly pulling the
audience into the desperation. It was
a superb performance.
The fourth dance, “Torn off the
Map,” choreographed by Sasha Eve
Rockwell ’10, featured a fine collection of Eastern European music,
and the 12 dancers in white dresses
captured the music’s energy perfectly.
They ran amok at one point, then
draped their dresses over their heads.
The dancers interpreted the music

perfectly and the dance was highly
enjoyable to watch.
“It’s going,” choreographed by
Shaina Cantino ’10, and “Stitches,”
choreographed by Emily Polizzotto
’12 both dealt with relationships and
connections in compelling ways. The
former involved dancers stretching
their shirts over their legs, becoming
egg-like; over the course of the performance they gradually expanded,
speaking over one another, sluggishly
seeking contact, communication and
comfort. It was most striking when

one dancer shouted, causing all of the
dancers to scream in both agony and
terror. The dancers represented the
ennui of growing up: simply talking
and interacting may only mask the
need for movement and action. It
is interesting that at the end of the
dance, the performers all returned to
their egg shapes, huddled once again.
“Stitches” involved the struggles of
a man, Robby Letzler ’12, trying to
coexist with three abusive women;
they tried to strike and control him,
and when he strived to dance alone

and regain himself, they would come
and try to overshadow him again.
Haunting yet beautiful melodies
seemed to watch over the dance’s
events, meshing with the story and
providing hope through its light and
comforting sounds.
Choreographed by guest choreographer Alexandra Beller, the senior
piece at the end of the concert was
marvelous, combining clever dialogue, extraordinary dancing and attitude into one memorable experience.
The senior dancers in the piece were
Cantino, Rockwell, Küng, Crowell,
Katherine Ernst, Nicole Green, Sara
Hirsch, Caroline Hiteshew and Alicia
LaPalombara. Set to “Total Eclipse of
the Heart,” the dance interacted with
and expanded on the song, creating a
light-spirited and fun performance.
In one segment of the dance, a few of
the performers acted out amusingly
abbreviated personal ads, which were
translated for the audience by an interpreter. The dance then began to carry
melancholy elements, as performers
shared sad realizations during sudden pauses in the song. These regrets
seemed to add to a sense of beginning again, fitting flawlessly with the
dance’s title, “Forever’s Gonna Start
Tonight.”
The themes carried throughout the concert were profound and
the creativity shown throughout
the concert’s flawless execution was
simply astounding. It will be easy to
remember the colors, sounds and
movement of those performances for
a long time.

boyfriend would be so thoughtless as
to hit her poor dear Grandma June
with his Toyota Camry. While the
characters were not particularly subtle — many of the lines were repeated
almost ad nauseum (“It was an accident!” from Teddy, portrayed more
as a petulant child than a boyfriend
by Kenny Polyak ’12) — the concept
was funny. The somewhat predictable ending reveals that Teddy was
concerned about being alone with
his girlfriend so he could propose,
and did not want dear Grandma June
to stand in the way. The performance
was nonetheless amusing and well
done. The staging was simple, with
a few magazines placed on chairs to
resemble a hospital waiting room.
In the end, Rose forgives Teddy, and
even gets into the spirit of things:
“Besides, you only bumped her!” she
says, to many laughs.
Continuing the theme of awkward and tense interactions between
couples, the lights came up on
Holding, written by Jonah Auteri
’11, with a couple — Ramon and
Leonore, played by Dom McKoy
’10 and Caroline Lindy ’12, respectively — clearly in the midst of a
serious conversation. Ramon’s hand
is on Leonore’s leg, and she will not
look him in the eye. He begins a
monologue which lasts almost the
entire act, beginning with nostalgic
sentiments for a relationship gone

by: “I think about you, I think about
us,” he says, and recalls their first kiss
and first meeting. McKoy was subtle
and clearly very invested in the play,
despite having stepped in for Brendan French O’Connor ’12 at the
last minute. He held a script but did
not rely on it, and many times it was
completely unnoticeable. Lindy did
a fantastic job as Leonore, playing a
character who almost never speaks.
Her facial expressions conveyed subtle but effective reactions to Ramon’s
shocking confession (he brutally
killed her uncle, presumably out of
love for her; he says the man is the
“foulest person
I’ve ever met”).
The play ends on
a somber note.
When Lindy finally speaks, it’s
to correct her former lover on the
true location of
their first date — and to remind him
that he is guilty: “Everyone knows.
You’re going to jail.”
To lighten the mood, Fitzsimmons’s Blind was a hilarious and
genuinely witty comedic vignette
about a hapless sap (Art Brewer,
played by Nick Foster ’13) who goes
on a blind date with a woman who is
clearly out of his league. Throughout
his wait for this woman, he meets
four other women, including Julia

(Caroline Black ’12), a woman with
whom he had gone on a blind date
previously. When she never called,
he assumed that her lack of responsiveness stemmed from a sudden
illness or death, rather than simple
disinterest. Because of Art’s cluelessness, Julia leaves in a huff as he tries in
vain to impress her. He gives himself
a pep talk: “You are a titan of fitness
and romance!” After being summarily rejected by two women and
emotionally and sexually accosted
by two others, Art realizes what he
has been blind to all along: he’s just a
loser. Cue the original Julia, who was
his blind date
from the start.
She resolves to
“ b l in d l y date
him” despite his
loser-like qualities : “Because
y o u’r e c l a s s y.
An d y o u’re a
gentleman… you won me over!”
If the audience thought the
night could not get any funnier
after Blind, they were hugely wrong.
Shipley wrote a fabulously clever
and side-splittingly funny spoof of
House, M.D. and Law and Order
called Dr. Justice: M.D. Attorney
at Law. The play opens with the
ironically witty Lindy dressed in a
suit, apparently the presenter for
the Sundance Channel’s Forgotten

Masters of Television. Her character
describes this forgotten, brilliant
show as “too unflinchingly real for
the public.” From there, the laughter never stopped. Wyn Evans ’13
played the brilliantly over-the-top
doctor/lawyer character of Dr. Justice. After killing a patient onstage
while trying to save him from an
attack by the ‘Murdering Mute’, Dr.
Justice gives an impassioned speech
to the court, vowing that, “no man
should ever, ever have to be dead!”
The judge, played in classic deadpan
style by Alex Martin ’13, responds,
dry-eyed, “your words have moved
me to tears. You are the best lawyer
I have ever seen.” Then, in a startling
turn of events, the Murdering Mute
appears, played by Will Dagger ’10.
He has a keyboard on which to type
his dastardly plans, but Dr. Justice
manages to defeat him with his fists
of lawyerly fury.
It is a shame that these one-acts
were not seen by more of the Kenyon population. They were smart,
well-written, thoughtful and more
than a little funny. Kartman, Auteri,
Fitzsimmons and Shipley should
be commended for their efforts,
as should the actors, directors and
stage manager, Alyssa White ’12.
The Kenyon community should
anticipate attending any future oneact festivals from this very talented
group.

by Andrew ebner
Staff Writer
The Spring 2010 Dance Concert
brought the Kenyon community together in deep appreciation of beauty,
energy and movement from Wednesday to Friday, April 28 to 30. “Declassified,” the first dance, choreographed
by guest choreographer and Visiting
Instructor of Dance Olivier Tarpaga,
set the standard for the rest of the
evening: it was a dance of high energy,
high creativity and high impact that
left a great impression.
Highlights of the evening included fascinating color combinations
with large draping cloth; exquisite
live cello music from Milica Petrovic
’13 and fluid, overlapping conversations with sudden interjections. The
themes were clear in all seven of the
performances, ranging from isolation and movement to freedom and
fear to relationships, facing life and
starting anew.
A highlight of the concert was
the subtle use of color in “Air,” the
evening’s second performance, choreographed by Associate Professor of
Dance Balinda Craig-Quijada. Lights
meshed and expanded on the simple
colored shirts and pants the dancers
wore; this visual worked with the
dancers’ gestures, creating an extraordinary exploration of movement and
breath.
The third piece, “Strung,” choreographed by Bill Young, featured three
different solo dances: Kora Radella on
Wednesday, Stephanie Küng ’10 on

Kora Radella performs “Strung,” a piece choreographed by Bill Young.

Katie Mei Crowell

GREAT’s Student-Written One-Acts Surprise and Delight
by lili martinez
Arts &Entertainment Editor

One might not expect four
student-written one-act plays to
entertain, impress and amuse quite
as much as the plays presented in
GREAT ’s (Gambier Repertor y
Ensemble Actors Theater) StudentWritten One-Act Festival on Friday,
April 30. The four aspiring playwrights represented — Walter Kartman ’11, Jonah Auteri ’11, Carling
Fitzsimmons ’11 and Justin Shipley
’11 — are a talented bunch, and their
offerings, shown to a packed, albeit
small, Black Box Theater, displayed
that talent. In just over an hour, the
four short plays, which spanned
such diverse subjects as murder,
courtroom/hospital comedy drama
and blind dates, had the audience
in conniptions of laughter one moment and silent in rapt attention
the next.
The first three plays were directed by Catherine Duennebier ’10,
the fourth by Matt Crowley ’11. Beginning the night was Let’s Back Up,
an amusing comedic sketch about a
hapless boyfriend who “bumps” his
girlfriend’s beloved grandma as they
are backing out of the driveway.
Heather Crowley ’12 played Rose,
the extremely — perhaps overly
— vehement and afflicted girlfriend,
who, justifiably, cannot believe her

In just over an hour,
the four short plays had
the audience in conniptions of laughter.
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Thematically and Physically, Spring Dance Concert Impresses

Thursday and Katie Crowell ’10 on
Friday. The piece exuded senses of fear,
isolation and energy, aptly pulling the
audience into the desperation. It was
a superb performance.
The fourth dance, “Torn off the
Map,” choreographed by Sasha Eve
Rockwell ’10, featured a fine collection of Eastern European music,
and the 12 dancers in white dresses
captured the music’s energy perfectly.
They ran amok at one point, then
draped their dresses over their heads.
The dancers interpreted the music

perfectly and the dance was highly
enjoyable to watch.
“It’s going,” choreographed by
Shaina Cantino ’10, and “Stitches,”
choreographed by Emily Polizzotto
’12 both dealt with relationships and
connections in compelling ways. The
former involved dancers stretching
their shirts over their legs, becoming
egg-like; over the course of the performance they gradually expanded,
speaking over one another, sluggishly
seeking contact, communication and
comfort. It was most striking when

one dancer shouted, causing all of the
dancers to scream in both agony and
terror. The dancers represented the
ennui of growing up: simply talking
and interacting may only mask the
need for movement and action. It
is interesting that at the end of the
dance, the performers all returned to
their egg shapes, huddled once again.
“Stitches” involved the struggles of
a man, Robby Letzler ’12, trying to
coexist with three abusive women;
they tried to strike and control him,
and when he strived to dance alone

and regain himself, they would come
and try to overshadow him again.
Haunting yet beautiful melodies
seemed to watch over the dance’s
events, meshing with the story and
providing hope through its light and
comforting sounds.
Choreographed by guest choreographer Alexandra Beller, the senior
piece at the end of the concert was
marvelous, combining clever dialogue, extraordinary dancing and attitude into one memorable experience.
The senior dancers in the piece were
Cantino, Rockwell, Küng, Crowell,
Katherine Ernst, Nicole Green, Sara
Hirsch, Caroline Hiteshew and Alicia
LaPalombara. Set to “Total Eclipse of
the Heart,” the dance interacted with
and expanded on the song, creating a
light-spirited and fun performance.
In one segment of the dance, a few of
the performers acted out amusingly
abbreviated personal ads, which were
translated for the audience by an interpreter. The dance then began to carry
melancholy elements, as performers
shared sad realizations during sudden pauses in the song. These regrets
seemed to add to a sense of beginning again, fitting flawlessly with the
dance’s title, “Forever’s Gonna Start
Tonight.”
The themes carried throughout the concert were profound and
the creativity shown throughout
the concert’s flawless execution was
simply astounding. It will be easy to
remember the colors, sounds and
movement of those performances for
a long time.

boyfriend would be so thoughtless as
to hit her poor dear Grandma June
with his Toyota Camry. While the
characters were not particularly subtle — many of the lines were repeated
almost ad nauseum (“It was an accident!” from Teddy, portrayed more
as a petulant child than a boyfriend
by Kenny Polyak ’12) — the concept
was funny. The somewhat predictable ending reveals that Teddy was
concerned about being alone with
his girlfriend so he could propose,
and did not want dear Grandma June
to stand in the way. The performance
was nonetheless amusing and well
done. The staging was simple, with
a few magazines placed on chairs to
resemble a hospital waiting room.
In the end, Rose forgives Teddy, and
even gets into the spirit of things:
“Besides, you only bumped her!” she
says, to many laughs.
Continuing the theme of awkward and tense interactions between
couples, the lights came up on
Holding, written by Jonah Auteri
’11, with a couple — Ramon and
Leonore, played by Dom McKoy
’10 and Caroline Lindy ’12, respectively — clearly in the midst of a
serious conversation. Ramon’s hand
is on Leonore’s leg, and she will not
look him in the eye. He begins a
monologue which lasts almost the
entire act, beginning with nostalgic
sentiments for a relationship gone

by: “I think about you, I think about
us,” he says, and recalls their first kiss
and first meeting. McKoy was subtle
and clearly very invested in the play,
despite having stepped in for Brendan French O’Connor ’12 at the
last minute. He held a script but did
not rely on it, and many times it was
completely unnoticeable. Lindy did
a fantastic job as Leonore, playing a
character who almost never speaks.
Her facial expressions conveyed subtle but effective reactions to Ramon’s
shocking confession (he brutally
killed her uncle, presumably out of
love for her; he says the man is the
“foulest person
I’ve ever met”).
The play ends on
a somber note.
When Lindy finally speaks, it’s
to correct her former lover on the
true location of
their first date — and to remind him
that he is guilty: “Everyone knows.
You’re going to jail.”
To lighten the mood, Fitzsimmons’s Blind was a hilarious and
genuinely witty comedic vignette
about a hapless sap (Art Brewer,
played by Nick Foster ’13) who goes
on a blind date with a woman who is
clearly out of his league. Throughout
his wait for this woman, he meets
four other women, including Julia

(Caroline Black ’12), a woman with
whom he had gone on a blind date
previously. When she never called,
he assumed that her lack of responsiveness stemmed from a sudden
illness or death, rather than simple
disinterest. Because of Art’s cluelessness, Julia leaves in a huff as he tries in
vain to impress her. He gives himself
a pep talk: “You are a titan of fitness
and romance!” After being summarily rejected by two women and
emotionally and sexually accosted
by two others, Art realizes what he
has been blind to all along: he’s just a
loser. Cue the original Julia, who was
his blind date
from the start.
She resolves to
“ b l in d l y date
him” despite his
loser-like qualities : “Because
y o u’r e c l a s s y.
An d y o u’re a
gentleman… you won me over!”
If the audience thought the
night could not get any funnier
after Blind, they were hugely wrong.
Shipley wrote a fabulously clever
and side-splittingly funny spoof of
House, M.D. and Law and Order
called Dr. Justice: M.D. Attorney
at Law. The play opens with the
ironically witty Lindy dressed in a
suit, apparently the presenter for
the Sundance Channel’s Forgotten

Masters of Television. Her character
describes this forgotten, brilliant
show as “too unflinchingly real for
the public.” From there, the laughter never stopped. Wyn Evans ’13
played the brilliantly over-the-top
doctor/lawyer character of Dr. Justice. After killing a patient onstage
while trying to save him from an
attack by the ‘Murdering Mute’, Dr.
Justice gives an impassioned speech
to the court, vowing that, “no man
should ever, ever have to be dead!”
The judge, played in classic deadpan
style by Alex Martin ’13, responds,
dry-eyed, “your words have moved
me to tears. You are the best lawyer
I have ever seen.” Then, in a startling
turn of events, the Murdering Mute
appears, played by Will Dagger ’10.
He has a keyboard on which to type
his dastardly plans, but Dr. Justice
manages to defeat him with his fists
of lawyerly fury.
It is a shame that these one-acts
were not seen by more of the Kenyon population. They were smart,
well-written, thoughtful and more
than a little funny. Kartman, Auteri,
Fitzsimmons and Shipley should
be commended for their efforts,
as should the actors, directors and
stage manager, Alyssa White ’12.
The Kenyon community should
anticipate attending any future oneact festivals from this very talented
group.

by Andrew ebner
Staff Writer
The Spring 2010 Dance Concert
brought the Kenyon community together in deep appreciation of beauty,
energy and movement from Wednesday to Friday, April 28 to 30. “Declassified,” the first dance, choreographed
by guest choreographer and Visiting
Instructor of Dance Olivier Tarpaga,
set the standard for the rest of the
evening: it was a dance of high energy,
high creativity and high impact that
left a great impression.
Highlights of the evening included fascinating color combinations
with large draping cloth; exquisite
live cello music from Milica Petrovic
’13 and fluid, overlapping conversations with sudden interjections. The
themes were clear in all seven of the
performances, ranging from isolation and movement to freedom and
fear to relationships, facing life and
starting anew.
A highlight of the concert was
the subtle use of color in “Air,” the
evening’s second performance, choreographed by Associate Professor of
Dance Balinda Craig-Quijada. Lights
meshed and expanded on the simple
colored shirts and pants the dancers
wore; this visual worked with the
dancers’ gestures, creating an extraordinary exploration of movement and
breath.
The third piece, “Strung,” choreographed by Bill Young, featured three
different solo dances: Kora Radella on
Wednesday, Stephanie Küng ’10 on

Kora Radella performs “Strung,” a piece choreographed by Bill Young.
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GREAT’s Student-Written One-Acts Surprise and Delight
by lili martinez
Arts &Entertainment Editor

One might not expect four
student-written one-act plays to
entertain, impress and amuse quite
as much as the plays presented in
GREAT ’s (Gambier Repertor y
Ensemble Actors Theater) StudentWritten One-Act Festival on Friday,
April 30. The four aspiring playwrights represented — Walter Kartman ’11, Jonah Auteri ’11, Carling
Fitzsimmons ’11 and Justin Shipley
’11 — are a talented bunch, and their
offerings, shown to a packed, albeit
small, Black Box Theater, displayed
that talent. In just over an hour, the
four short plays, which spanned
such diverse subjects as murder,
courtroom/hospital comedy drama
and blind dates, had the audience
in conniptions of laughter one moment and silent in rapt attention
the next.
The first three plays were directed by Catherine Duennebier ’10,
the fourth by Matt Crowley ’11. Beginning the night was Let’s Back Up,
an amusing comedic sketch about a
hapless boyfriend who “bumps” his
girlfriend’s beloved grandma as they
are backing out of the driveway.
Heather Crowley ’12 played Rose,
the extremely — perhaps overly
— vehement and afflicted girlfriend,
who, justifiably, cannot believe her

In just over an hour,
the four short plays had
the audience in conniptions of laughter.
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Faculty Art Exhibition Showcases the Unconventional and Creative

Clockwise from left: LA-KNOX by
Associate Professor of Art Karen
Snouffer; two sculptures in the
series Dirt by Professor of Art Barry
Gunderson; Mecon 4 by Adam Hinterlang ; and View of Washington #1
by Assistant Professor of Art Read
Baldwin.

by Lili Martinez
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Family, friends and students flooded
the Olin Art Gallery for the Kenyon College Art Department Faculty Exhibition,
where professors displayed their works
in a myriad of media, for its opening on
Thursday, April 29, at 7:00 p.m.
Immediately eye-catching was Professor of Art Barry Gunderson’s series of
sculptures, Dirt, a palate of simple green
and brown shapes meant to depict pieces
of the countryside from an aerial view. The
viewer feels like a benevolent god looking
down upon peaceful grain silos, rows of
ploughed fields, bright green trees and
red farmhouses. With bold colors and
simple shapes, Gunderson conveys the
austerity of a country life. A nice detail
was a painted shadow of a tree on a field,
subtle but highly thoughtful. Gunderson
said the aerial view was intentional and
meant to “get people out of their natural
way of viewing things.” He added that his
penchant for vibrant colors and decisive
shapes has “been a feature of my work
since grad school.”
Next to Gunderson’s sculptures
were Visiting Artist Adam Hinterlang’s

vibrant animations: three television
screens flashed with what looked like
different-colored paint splotches and
other abstract shapes. At times the color
changes were so fast they dazzled the eye
— epileptics beware. The same artist, in
a skillful change of medium, displayed
two intricately detailed pen and ink
drawings on white paper, Mecon 4 and
Mecon 2, both delicate and vibrant. The
designs were exquisitely crafted and,
while abstract, gave the impression of
otherworldly creatures or rich Persian
tapestry patterns.
On the other side of the gallery,
making a bold statement, was Associate
Professor of Art Karen Snouffer’s LAKNOX. Installed to look painted onto
the walls of the gallery, it showed a pair
of maps, one of Los Angeles and one of
Knox County. The artist said she was
“interested in the tension that dualities
create when they are visually conjoined. …
I chose to confront and expose a gnawing
apprehension I felt, knowing that I would
be spending time in a raw, edgy urban
community, while coming from one so
evidently isolated and rural in Ohio.”
A beautiful decoupaged and painted
sequence of squares was superimposed on

the maps. Between the two maps, a selfportrait of the artist stretches, one hand
touching each locale, both sleepy Knox
county and flashy L.A. The figure’s giant
red shoe extends onto the floor, making
even this otherwise two-dimensional
work creatively three-dimensional.
The atmospheric and somewhat
creepy but mesmerizing work of Professor of Art Claudia Esslinger, in video
form, comprised two very different presentations: one, a straightforward video
clip of what the author described as a
“performer explor[ing] her relationship
to nature through degrees of control and
submission” that looked oddly like a slow
construction of a bone-house. The other
video was an interactive piece that actually required the viewer to step outside
the gallery into Olin Atrium and crouch
down to peer into a tiny eyehole that
revealed the inside of an antique camera
with a tiny video screen. Two speakers
played a strange clapping or stamping
noise to enhance the video experience
of a lost-looking woman moving in a
mountainous landscape.
Visiting Instructor of Art Ellen
Sheffield’s work came in book form, or,
more accurately, accordion fold-out,

arrayed in a glass display case with alternating painted and blank pages. The
title of one of the works, Slanting Light,
came from a poem by Arthur Sze, the
lines of which are written on the pages
of the work. Kenyon Review poets wrote
the poems used in Sheffield’s work. The
books were bound in different ways, from
accordion style to fanned-out pages in a
traditional binding, with one of them attaching each page to another with pieces
of paper, like a fan.
Assistant Professor of Art Read
Baldwin offered more traditional, but
still lovely, fare, with three landscape
paintings, View of Washington #1, View
of Washington #2 and Chesil Beach. In
all, he used light to subtly enhance the
painting. The landscapes were austere and
serene, with no human presence visible
in any of the paintings to mar their stark
isolation. Baldwin wrote that he wanted
to convey “well-worn locations … through
the saturation of color and assertive
methods of paint application.” His focus
was on “ecosystems that have been chiseled and shaped over time by natural and
manmade forces, and that are now being
altered by larger environmental forces.”
Associate Professor of Art Marcella

Hackbardt’s photo series, entitled Earthbound, showed various emotions related
to how humans interact with the earth.
“From harmony to notions of change, to
parables of the failure of our stewardship,
these photographic constructions delve
into ecological debates. Our earthbound
existence necessitates the comprehension
of natural systems,” Hackbardt wrote in
her artist statement. From a vibrantly
orange photo with laughing women and
kicked-up leaves in constant motion to a
more subdued capture of a quiet moment
in an apple orchard to a pensive-looking
youth washing his hands in a tub overgrown with moss, the photographs each
sent an evolving message about nature
and stewardship.
Lively chatter and discussion pervaded the gallery. Each artist offered his
or her individual perspective in their
respective media, sparking fascination
and questions from the viewers. From
bright sculpture to intricate drawings to
subtle painted landscapes, Kenyon’s art
faculty showed an impressive range of
talent and creativity.
The exhibition will run from April 29
to May 29 at Olin Art Gallery on the first
floor of Olin Library.

How to Get into Film: Kenyon Alumni Speak on Showbiz, Show Short Films
by miles purinton
Staff Writer
This semester, the Kenyon Filmmakers (KFM) have been a constant
presence on campus. They hosted a
successful music video competition
that received a fair amount of attention
from the college community, and they
were instrumental in bringing guest
speakers such as Josh Radnor ’96 to
Kenyon. Through these efforts, KFM
has provided several opportunities to
anyone interested in starting a career
in film. These opportunities continued
last Thursday, April 29, when, in conjunction with Student Lectureships,
KFM sponsored a talk by Karl Shefelman ’80 and Joshua Adler ’98. Adler,

who studied film in graduate school at
Columbia University, now teaches film
in New York. Shefelman, who went to
graduate school at New York University, has developed a fairly impressive
resume as a storyboard artist, working
on films such as Silence of the Lambs,
American Gangster, The Departed and,
most recently, Shutter Island.
As an introduction to the speakers,
KFM screened two short films made
by Shefelman. The first, Bill’s Seat, was
a ghost story of sorts, examining what
happens when a stranger in a small
town sits at a dead man’s barstool. The
other film, Elysian Fields, which was
Shefelman’s final project at NYU, told
the partially true story of a man who
returns home and must deal with his

sordid past. The film quality may not
have translated well to the rudimentary
projector in Higley Auditorium, but
the films did serve as a good indication
of the work one might be expected to
produce in graduate school. “You’ll get
this idea in your head of the movie you
want to do ... and graduate school is a
good wake-up call that you can’t always
get what you want.” Shefelman said.
Adler later agreed with Shefelman’s
comments: “It’s all about making compromises. So many directors refuse to
compromise. They end up not getting
any work.”
It was comments such as these
that shaped the overall theme of the
accompanying discussion: honesty. The
directors did not sugarcoat the industry.

“I tell everyone this: if you’re passionate
about film, go for it. But if there is anything else in the world that you would
maybe like to do, do that instead,” Adler
said. Shefelman also spoke about the
oft-mentioned difficulty in making a
living in the arts. “You’ll have to take
another job. And there are going to be
times where nothing’s happening and
you’ll wonder if it’s worth it.” Another
common topic was the fickleness of
the business, how one day it will seem
like you are the new hot item, only to
find yourself forgotten the next week.
Despite how brutal these messages
seemed, however, this honesty was the
talk’s strongest point. The speakers were
frank and clearly did not feel the need
to coddle their audience.

This is not to say that the talk
completely turned anyone off of film.
As with anyone in such an industry,
both men had their share of stories
especially Shefelman, who recounted
his experiences working with directors such as Martin Scorsese, Francis
Ford Coppola and Ridley Scott. A late
appearance of Shefelman’s work on storyboards was also quite welcome, a peek
into the goings-on behind the camera.
This glimpse reminded us why people
like Adler and Shefelman get into the
business in the first place: the allure of
the ritzy nature of showbiz. Through
their honesty, the men’s excitement and
passion for film showed, a true delight
for anyone interested in getting started
in the industry.
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Tennis Ready for NCAA Tournament A Television Viewing

Guide for the Summer
By James Asimes
Sports Columnist

Several members of the 2010 NCAC Championship team.

By Mark Motheral
Staff Writer
Last weekend, both the Lords
and Ladies tennis teams competed at
the North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) Championships at Denison
University. As expected, the Kenyon
men and women had little trouble in
advancing to the championship match
in their respective brackets. In the end,
the Lords crushed the Denison Big Red
for a fourth consecutive NCAC title,
but the Ladies met their match against
the Denison women.
The Ladies were in top form during the tournament’s quarterfinal and
semifinal stages. In the quarterfinals,
Kenyon dropped just four games
in routing Earlham College 5-0 (all
matches were played to decision). The
Ladies proceeded to trounce their
semifinal opponent, the Allegheny
College Gators, 5-1 to ensure a berth in
the championship match. Eva Ceja ’10,
the Ladies’ lone senior player, played an
integral part in both of these wins as she
attained four wins between doubles
and singles in the two aforementioned
matches. According to Head Men’s and
Women’s Tennis Coach Scott Thielke,
this came as no surprise. “Eva has been
a solid winner for us her entire career,”
Thielke said. “Her career record is 4922 in singles. We have been nationally
ranked two of her four years on the

team and qualified and won a round at
the 2008 National Championships.”
Unfortunately, Ceja and her
teammates were overwhelmed by Denison in the final match, but they have
little to be disappointed about. The
Ladies performed and gave themselves
a chance to make the NCAA tournament. “The women played very well,”
Thielke said. “Last year we beat Allegheny 5-4 in the semi-finals. They did
not graduate anyone and this year we
beat them 7-1 and 5-1. … The women
have an outside chance of making the
tournament. We destroyed two teams
that will be in the tournament. The
automatic qualification that is currently
in place for the NCAA [Division III]
tournament makes the tournament
much weaker.”
Led by the especially talented
group of seniors, Mike Greenberg,
Tomas Piskacek, Will VandenBerg and
Charlie Brody, the Lords absolutely
devastated the competition to garner
yet another NCAC Championship.
More specifically, Kenyon did not lose
a set the entire tournament despite
resting many of its top players prior to
the championship match. According
to Thielke, Kenyon put in one of its
best performances of the year in beating Denison to win the tournament.
“When our men play as well as they
did in the finals of the NCAC, I am
amazed,” Thielke said. “The doubles

Marty Fuller

was a little close. Then once the Lords
took the singles court, it was all over for
Denison. We only needed two more
matches, but we would have swept
them 9-0.”
With the conference championship behind them, the Lords must shift
their focus to a much greater challenge:
the Division III National Collegiate
Athletic Association Team Tournament. This year, Kenyon has as great
of a chance as it has ever had to win
a national championship, especially
when considering the strength of this
year’s seniors. “This has been the most
successful class to ever play at Kenyon,”
Thielke said. “They were 82-23 in their
four years at Kenyon [and were] 37-0
against NCAC conference teams. This
is an amazing accomplishment. [Also,
they] have two elite eight appearances
and hopefully a third. [Also, the number-six] national ranking is the highest
in school history.” Theilke went on to
say, “The men will be a number-one
seed in their regional. … I like our
chances to advance to the elite eight.”
The Lords and Ladies will learn
their path to the NCAA championship
this coming Monday, May 10, when the
men’s and women’s teams’ tournament
fields will be announced. As a numberone seed, the Lords may be able to host
their regional at Kenyon, but this has
yet to be confirmed. Tournament play
will begin on Saturday, May 17.

With summer just around the
corner — and the job market, even for
the most well-connected Kenyon student, barely starting to recover — many
students will be face with an important,
looming decision once finals have all
wrapped up: what to watch on television
day in and day out. The advent of Hulu,
DVRs and torrents make it very easy and
convenient to watch weekly episodes of
your favorite shows at any time. Sports,
however, are not as exciting to watch on
a tape delay, as the palpable drama and
tremendous excitement translates best
in live broadcasts. This summer offers
a plethora of couch-potato inducing
sports programming guaranteed to help
you wither the three or so months away
from the Hill.
May 7 (and twelve other Friday
nights throughout the summer): Friday
Night Lights, the acclaimed television
drama, is back for its fourth season. Not
only is Friday Night Lights the clear-cut
best sports series, but it is also one of the
best dramas on television. Coach Taylor
is faced with the impossible task of
building the East Dillon High football
team from scratch, and with only two
seasons left before the finale, the series
is definitely a must-watch for sports
fans of all ages.
June 5: The Belmont Stakes, the
final leg of horse racing’s Triple Crown,
held on Long Island. The Kentucky Derby winner, Super Saver, will hopefully
look to achieve the rare Triple Crown,
assuming he can notch another victory next week at the Preakness Stakes.
Super Saver’s jockey, Calvin Borel, has
the opportunity to achieve the career
Triple Crown if he can ride to victory
in New York.
June 11: World Cup Group Stage:
USA vs. England. In one of the most
hyped group stage match-ups, the
Americans take on the English as two
teams look to set a tone for the rest of
the tournament in their opening match.
The Stars and Stripes, led by Captain
America Landon Donovan, want to
prove the Confederations Cup was no
fluke, while the Three Lions want to

put their recent controversies off and on
the pitch behind them to bring home a
World Cup Championship.
June 20: Final Round of the U.S.
Open. With Tiger Woods back on the
prowl at Pebble Beach, the second major
tournament of the year will be a media
circus filled with excitement. Phil Mickelson will also be able to make a push
towards being the top-ranked player in
the world as he tries to win his second
consecutive major championship.
July 1: NBA players can file for
free agency. The summer sweepstakes
for LeBron James, Dwayne Wade and
Chris Bosh begin on July 1 and every
Clevelander will rejoice James’s decision to resign with the Cavaliers. If he
chooses to jump town and sign with
the New York Knicks, which is more
and more unlikely by the day, the city
will likely riot and burn Knicks jerseys
in the streets.
July 4: Men’s Finals at Wimbledon.
What better way is there to celebrate the
morning of Independence Day than by
watching an exciting final on the grass
courts at the All England Club? Last
year’s final between Andy Roddick and
Roger Federer was nothing short of
inspirational, yet ultimately devastating
for those behind Roddick.
July 11: The Finals of the World
Cup. All eyes will be on South Africa
as the soccer champion of the world
is crowned to start one of the greatest sports weeks of the summer. It is
unlikely a surprise nation such as the
United States or Greece will be able to
make it to the finals, but the perennial
powers in Europe and South America
will assuredly be in the mix to hoist the
winner’s trophy.
July 13: The MLB All-Star Game.
Angels Stadium in Anaheim, California,
will host the Mid-Summer Classic as
home-field advantage is again on the
line in the World Series. The National
League hasn’t been able to pull out a
victory since 1996.
There are a few highlights of this
summer’s best sports programming,
but the full list will be available online
at http://www.kenyoncollegian.com.
Thanks to all twelve of my readers for a
great semester.

Hardacker and Wendt: Two Teammates Not Afraid to Stand in the Line of Fire
By Sam Katz
Staff Writer
If you have ever played Little
League Baseball, you remember the
first time that you stepped in the
batter’s box. You dreamt of hitting
homeruns farther than the Babe,
Cobb, Gehrig, Musial, Hornsby or
even Honus Wagner. What most
people also probably remember is
the first time they got hit by a pitch,
followed by the feeling of getting into
the batter’s box in the next at-bat. It
can be tough to step back in the box
against a wild fastball, but seniors
Jimmy Wendt and Tom Hardacker
play with no such fear.
Hardacker finished the 2010
season at the top of the hit-by-pitch

career list with 30. Wendt, Hardacker’s teammate of four years, sits at 26
and in second place on the career list.
The uninformed Kenyon College
baseball fan would think it was just
coincidence that the two just happened to finish first and second. But
since the two first began their careers
together as first years, they pushed
each other to play with a strong, teamoriented mindset.
In baseball, especially at the high
school and college level, the batter’s
willingness to get hit by a pitch is
viewed by teammates and coaches
as one of the most unselfish plays in
baseball. Most fans cannot appreciate the hit-by-pitch; only the people
who play the right way understand its
significance. After the players’ junior

seasons in 2009, Wendt led the team
with 15 hit-by-pitches, which ranked
in history as the single-season record.
Going into the their senior seasons,
Hardacker had been hit 24 times
over his career, with Wendt close
behind at 18.
Their respective successes in
getting hit and the pair’s natural
competitiveness produced a growing
rivalry. When one would get hit and
jog down to first base, he’d make sure
to find the other’s eyes in the dugout,
almost taunting him, as if to say,
“Yeah, I did it again.”
There was one instance in which
Wendt wore a ball off the shoulder
and teammates claim they heard Hardacker mutter in disgust for Jimmy to
go and do something to himself not

fit to be published.
The two would apply this rivalry
to their respective approaches at the
plate. each would get close to the
plate, and if a pitch were close to their
body, each would do their best to get
their body on it. Hardacker tells the
story of an inside pitch that was not
inside enough to hit him on its own.
“I just stuck my knee out, though, got
hit and ran down to first,” Hardacker
said. “I thought I had gotten away
with it, but the umpire called me
back. I faked a limp to make him feel
bad. I got a hit that at-bat so I didn’t
feel too bad about it.”
Wendt, though, never met with
such failure. “I get away with it; I
have the technique down,” Wendt
said. “I’m an artist. When you lean

your body in, you’ve got to throw
your head back like you’re trying to
get out of the way so the umpire gives
it to you.”
The rivalry got especially intense
at one point. During one game, a
pitch grazed Wendt’s jersey and he
was rewarded with the hit-by-pitch.
Hardacker’s father was heard from
the stands defending his son, saying,
“It doesn’t count if it doesn’t leave a
bruise!”
So who’s better at getting hit?
The man who owns the all-time
record, or the self-proclaimed artist
who owns the single-season record?
The two looked at each other, and
Wendt said, “It’s like talking about
Hank Aaron versus Willie Mays.”
Take your pick.
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Scots Flee Gambier with NCAC Lacrosse Title
By Nate Oldach
Sports Editor

This past Friday and Saturday,
April 30 and May 1, the Ladies lacrosse
team hosted their first-ever North Coast
Athletic Conference tournament. At
stake was the NCAC crown and an
automatic invitation to the Division
III National Collegiate Athletic Association tournament. Unfortunately,
the College of Wooster Fighting Scots
topped the Ladies by a slim, two-point
margin in the championship game and
stole the Ladies’ chance to be crowned
NCAC champions for the first time in
the program’s history.
The Ladies’ first opponent was
the Ohio Wesleyan University Battling
Bishops, a team that, according to Head
Women’s Lacrosse Coach Meredith
Buzzi, Kenyon did not play well the
first time they met earlier this season.
The Ladies got off to a relatively slow
start on Friday, as the Bishops claimed a
2-1 lead just two minutes into the game.
From there, both teams remained even
for the better part of ten minutes, until
Liz Hancock ’10 scored the equalizer
with 19 minutes left to go in the match.
From there, the Ladies went on a 10-3
run, finishing the half with a comfortable 12-5 lead.
As the second half began, the
Ladies looked to keep the momentum
and punch their ticket to the NCAC
championship game. The Ladies succeeded and, over the last half of the
game, they outscored the Bishops 8-3,
finishing the game with a score of 20-8,
placing themselves in the NCAC championship game.
Though several individuals contributed to the win, the Ladies were led
by Leah Sack ’13, who had two goals and
six assists. Hancock and Emily Nichols
’13 added four goals apiece on the
afternoon. “The Ohio Wesleyan game
we were completely prepared for,” Buzzi
said. “We had to challenge ourselves
early, but we adjusted, and we came out
on top. This win made us feel ready for
the championship game.”

This past Saturday, May 1, the Kenyon College Men’s and Women’s Track
and Field teams competed at the North
Coast Athletic Conference meet held at
Ohio Wesleyan University. Though the
results do not look all that impressive
on the surface, with the Ladies placing
seventh and the Lords placing ninth, the
individual performances and the implications for the future tell a different story.
The Ladies’ highlights began with
Alexia Derkasch ’13, as she continued her
outstanding first year. She placed first in
the 100-meter dash with a time of 12.66,
which also sets her personal best time on
the year. Her second race of the day came
in the 200-meter dash, where she placed
second with a time of 26.35. Both of
these placements give her All-NCAC rec-
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Softball Slams
Yeowomen in
Season Finale
By Melissa Hart
Staff Writer

Jenny Fitzgerald ’10 jukes a Wooster defender in the 8-10 loss this past weekend.

The Ladies had little time to celebrate their victory as they watched
a grueling match between Allegheny
College and the College of Wooster to
decide who the Ladies’ opponent would
be. In the end, the Scots outlasted the
Gators 13-9.
Going into the championship
match, there seemed to be no love lost
between these two teams. According to
several members of the Ladies team, the
Scots claimed that the Ladies regular
season victory, which was won by a
decisive six-goal margin, was nothing
more than a fluke. “Of course they
will say it was a fluke,” Buzzi said. “But
the reality is that that win was the hard
work of the team and specifically the
four seniors who have worked hard
for four years.” The Ladies looked
to silence these claims and, in doing
so, to pack their bags for the NCAA
championship.
The first half of the game was as
good as advertised: an exciting clash
between two rival teams. The Ladies
struck first when, just five minutes into
the game, Jenny Fitzgerald ’11 beat the
Scot goalkeeper and made the score 1-0.
From there, the momentum remained
with the Ladies as, over the next seven

minutes, they scored two more unanswered goals, making the score 3-0. From
there, the Scots slowed the pace of the
game, and, over the next 18 minutes, the
Scots outscored the Ladies 5-1, making
the halftime score a 5-4 Scot lead.
Coming out after halftime, the
battle continued between these two
very evenly matched opponents. The
Scots struck first, just seven minutes into
the second half, giving them a 6-4 lead.
The Ladies were quick to respond when
Meghan Henshall ’12 cut the lead to 6-5.
From there, however, the Scots returned
to their slow-paced game, railing off
three straight goals, making the score a
9-5 Scot lead. Fitzgerald responded with
a goal of her own, cutting the lead to
9-6. Then, with just under five minutes
to play, the Scots scored again, making
the score a seemingly insurmountable
10-6 lead. As they have done all season,
however, the Ladies refused to give in.
With just under two minutes to play,
the Ladies scored two straight goals,
cutting the lead to 10-8. Unfortunately,
the clock cut the Ladies’ rally short, and
the Scots escaped with a 10-8 victory.
The honorees for All-Tournament team
included Chase Kreuter ’10, Hancock,
Fitzgerald and Brigid Donahue ’11.

Marty Fuller

“They came ready to take the trophy, and they did,” Buzzi said. “It’s hard
to beat a team with that much experience.” The real story of the game was the
draw differential, which Wooster won
12-7. “You control the draw, you control
the game,” Buzzi said. “Wooster wanted
every ball, not that we didn’t, and came
up with more than we did.”
Though the conference season is
over, Buzzi said she is proud of all her
team has accomplished. “I still could not
be happier with how the Ladies season
went. They worked hard and came out
with a school record 14-2 record. As for
the post-season play, the first-year players
got some valuable experience, which will
develop into more confidence later on
when we take the field in big games.”
Though they fell just short of
an automatic bid, the Ladies still have
an opportunity to make the NCAA
tournament as an at-large bid. “We’ve
got a shot,” Buzzi said. “We need to
have Adrian [College] beat Claremont
Scripts College, and then I think we will
make it. It would be fantastic if we did
get in.” This Sunday, May 9, is “selection
Sunday.” The Ladies will wait to see if
their dream of an NCAA berth will
become a reality.

Lords and Ladies Track Dash Toward Improved Results
By Nate oldach
Sports Editor
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ognition for the year. “Alexia was pretty
impressive,” Head Men’s and Women’s
Track and Field Coach Duane Gomez
said. “She’s consistently run really well,
and for a freshman she is pretty incredible. She has now placed herself as one of
the top runners in our conference.”
Other top performances came from
Lauren Metzger ’11, who finished second
in the 10,000-meter race with a time of
40:28.94; Cary Watts ’12, who finished
in fourth in the 400-meter hurdles event,
and Kara Pellegrino ’11, who finished
sixth in the 3,000-meter steeplechase.
“Though we finished seventh, we easily could have finished in the top five,”
Gomez said. “We had a few things go
wrong, like a faulty timing system, but
a few breaks here or there and we are in
the top five.”
On the men’s side, there were also
several impressive performances. Follow-

ing his impressive second-place finish in
the men’s decathlon just one week ago,
Andrew Borrasso ’10 ran the first leg
of the Lords’ 4x100-meter relay team,
which placed fifth and he also placed
eighth in the pole vault. He finished just
behind fellow Lord Nate Spagnola ’10,
who finished sixth by clearing a height
of 3.80 meters. “It’s amazing to see how
much Andrew [Borrasso] has improved
over the last year,” Gomez said. “He has
not only become one of the top athletes
in the conference, but he has grown as a
leader of this team, and he will be missed.”
Pat Meyers ’12 added the only other team
points on the day by placing sixth in the
1,500-meter race.
“Overall, for the guys, this was kind
of a mixed bag,” Gomez said. “We could
have scored a few more points, but we
really didn’t have that much depth. We
are getting there, but we are not quite

there yet.”
This was the last meet for team
leaders Borrasso, Spagnola, Ken Noguchi
’10, Naomi Blaushild ’10, Anna Griffin
’10, Kaitlin Lockhart ’10, Nori Reidt ’10
and Betsy Segelken ’10. According to
Gomez, though the team is losing some
outstanding leaders, it will find others
to take the reins. “I’m not really sure yet
[who will replace them],” he said. “There
are a few coming up, like Will Kessenich
[’11], but we will definitely miss those
individuals.”
This may be the end of this season,
but Gomez sees potential for this team.
“Next year the Ladies should finish in the
top three,” he said. “They are really young,
so they will only continue to get better.
We will continue to improve. Both teams
continue to have a great attitude and are
really hardworking, which can only transfer to better scoring down the line.”

The Ladies softball team beat the
Oberlin College Yeowomen this past
Saturday, May 1, ending their season on
a high note.
Kenyon defeated Oberlin in both
games of the doubleheader. The Ladies
won the first game 13-2 and the second
game 14-1. They scored in all but three
innings for the entire day and scored
nine runs in the last inning of the second
game. Ellen Witkowski ’10 had four runs
in the first game and seven in total for the
doubleheader. Britney Vanegas ’11 scored
five runs for the day. Witkowski also set
the record for most RBIs in a single season
with 33.
Head Softball Coach Stephanie
Penner said she felt the teams did a good
job adjusting to Oberlin’s pitching. “The
girls were put out on the plate and more
able to adjust to their pitching,” Penner
said. “We had a lot of good hard line hits,
which was nice to see.”
Saturday was the Ladies’ last game
this season. The Ladies were hoping to
make the league tournament, but in addition to beating Oberlin, as they did on
Saturday, they would have needed some
other teams around the North Coast
Athletic Conference to lose, which unfortunately did not occur. The Ladies ended
the year with a 7-7 record for North Coast
Athletic Conference play and an 18-18
overall record.
Penner said she was disappointed
with how the season ended. “We obviously would have liked to qualify for the
conference tournament,” Penner said.
“We were one game away from it. We
ended the last conference week [of play]
4-2, so we feel we could have done better
in conference.”
Looking back on the season, Witkowski said she was most proud of the
team for beating Hiram College in the
Ladies’ doubleheader against the Terriers. “Everyone on the team was really
pumped,” she said. “We had good chemistry and [Hiram is] a rival, so we were really
excited to [win].”
Penner agreed with Witkowski
and said the team had a good attitude all
season. “They played hard,” Penner said.
“The effort was always there and going
into every game we worked hard and approached to win.”
Witkowski is one of four players, all
starters, graduating this year. In addition
to Witkowski, the team is losing Elizabeth Refnycler ’10, Jenny Dillon ’10 and
Stephanie Caton ’10. Four rising seniors
will fill the void left by these departing
leaders.
Witkowski said while she feels the
Class of 2010’s role will be hard to fill,
she is confident that the team will be very
competitive next season. “We can only
play nine players on the field, but you see
that talent in practice,” she said. “I really
think they’ll make it to the tournament
next year. “

